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“ …to deliberately create environments 
for language learning that are rich, 
appropriate, and joyful.” 
 

©OCDE 2015 Preschool GLAD Teacher Training Notebook, p. 5.  

Why Preschool GLAD®? 



Theoretical Base 
Three areas of scientific research: 
•  how children learn 
•  how children develop, and 
•  how children acquire language 

Orange County Dept of Education                                                      
Preschool GLAD® training notebook  



Why Oral 
Language? 

 
 

Preschoolers	  	  can	  achieve	  
sophis/cated	  early	  literacy	  
competencies	  

Preschoolers	  
learn	  	  in	  
diverse	  ways	  

Brain	  is	  wired	  by	  
experience	  

Rela/onship	  between	  
language	  development	  and	  
literacy	  development	  

Effect	  of	  adult-‐child	  talk	  
on	  language	  use	  and	  
literacy	  concepts	  

  © 2015 OCDE Preschool GLAD® 
Teacher Training Notebook, pp. 5 & 11. 

          Oral Language 	  
Oral	  language	  is	  
the	  founda/on	  of	  
learning	  to	  read	  
and	  write	  	  

Oral	  language	  
development	  correlates	  
to	  comprehension	  in	  
upper	  elementary	  school	  



 

Where do I start  
if I want to implement 

a Preschool GLAD® 
Unit in my early 

childhood classroom?! 
 

  



First, decide on a theme from 
your science or social studies 

curriculum, for example:  

•  Las Celebraciones 
•  El transporte 
•  Seres Vivos 
•  Basura y Reciclaje 
•  Donde vivo 
•  La escuela 
 



 

Los Animales del 
Desierto Chihuahua 

 

(Seres Vivos)  
 



Next… 
Brainstorm a list of 40-50 “Tier Two” 
vocabulary words, that is,  high frequency 
words from story books, rhymes, center 
activities and everyday instruction that 
you are going to intentionally teach through 
the thematic unit. They are mostly nouns at 
kindergarten. 





Organize unit content into a  
color-coded Process Grid  

Los animales del desierto de Chihuahua  



Next,  
make your charts and graphs! 

 
Pictorial Input Charts and the  

Graphic Organizer  
are good places to begin… 

 



Pictorial Input Chart 

•  Concepts come directly from the process grid. 
•  Brain imprinting 
•  Add authentic pictures or realia and matching print 
•  Students color in learning center 



Comparative Input Chart 



	    

Focus and Motivation 
Strategies 

Other strategies to prepare… 



Daily Morning 

Message 
 

•  Pre-written - can be placed outside classroom where parents 
can read it before school with their child. 

•  Key words in different color.  
•  Welcomes children and sets purpose for the day. 
•  A new message every day.  
•  Can be saved and bound for later center work.  



 
Picture Dictionary 

 

•  Start with the "person" of the unit;  e.g., el pasajero in a 
transportation unit, el biólogo in an animals unit. 

•  Focus on sounds, letter names, and syllables 
•  The article should be included in Spanish. 
•  Use a photo of the real item. 
•  Becomes the signal word for the day. 
•  Students color the sketch later and the picture put back on the 

wall. 



Observation Charts 



Observation Charts 

•  Activate prior knowledge. 
•  Assess and stimulate oral language. 
•  Small group with children dictating;   in pairs with one 

pencil;  individually. 
•  In sentence frames:  "Yo veo…" /"A mi me gusta…." 



•  Teacher-written 
•  Repetitive texts 
•  Authentic features  

•  Unbound 

Big Books 



Take-home Cards 
 

•  Each child receives a card at the end of a day (1-2/week). 
•  Turn and talk with partner what they will tell parent about 

their card, what they have learned. 



 

Input 
Strategies 



•  Based on oral storytelling tradition 
•  Actively involves students in concept of fictional 

story. 
•  Use books with repetitive phrases and books with 

strong beginning, middle, and end,. 
•  For example, Are You My Mother;  Brown Bear, 

Brown Bear. 
•  Use black and white line drawings. 
 

Narrative Input Chart 

Pictorial Input,   

Comparative Input, and Pictorial 

Graphic Organizers 
 



 

Guided Oral Practice 
Strategies 



Partially Completed Process Grid 



“Sí, señora” Chant 
Chants/Songs 



El Biólogo Bugaloo 
 

Yo soy un biólogo y estoy aquí para decir, 
Estudio el desierto y eso está bien. 
Escucho a los pájaros, miro a los mamíferos 
A veces aprendo de los reptiles también. 
Plantas, animales, agua y tierra 
Haciendo el biólogo bugaloo. 

Chants/Songs 



T-Chart for Social Skills 

•  Specific social skill is highlighted each unit, for 
example, friendship or respect. 

•  Descriptors are negotiated between students and 
teacher 

•  Can be completed in small or large group 



 

Emergent Reading & 
Writing Strategies 



Learning Logs 

•  After each input chart. 
•  Teacher models "think aloud" about learning. 
•  Students turn and talk. 
•  Students draw and teacher takes dictation  or 

students write.  



ABC Chant 



Las tres normas 

Resolver	  problemas	   Mostrar	  respeto	   Tomar	  buenas	  decisiones	  



Turn and 
Talk 



PRESCHOOL GLAD® components… 
        Focus and Motivation: 

–  Inquiry Chart 

 
Input: 
-  

– Narrative Input Chart 



PRESCHOOL GLAD® components… 
Guided Oral Practice: 

– Center Enhancement 

–  Picture File Sort  

– Oral Sentence Patterning Chart with Pictures 

Emergent Reading and Writing 

–  Listen and Tell/Listen and Sketch 

– Class Book 
– Expressive Oral Language Frame (assessment) 

 





Thank-you!  



lauriekmagill@gmail.com 

 
iperez@cienaguas.org 

	  


