
ANNOTATING TEXT Digging Deeper in Expert 
GroupsWelcome!



WHO AM I?

Michelle-Desireé Lobato

4th/5th Grade General Education and ESL Instructor at 

Janet Kahn School of Integrated Arts for 

Albuquerque Public Schools

Tier III Trainer for Project GLAD®

Contact Information:

michelledesireelobato@gmail.com

TriDogEnterprises.weebly.com
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WHAT IS ANNOTATION?



WHAT IS ANNOTATION?

Basic definition: “Annotating is 
any action that deliberately 

interacts with a text to enhance 
the reader's understanding of, 

recall of, and reaction to the text. 
Sometimes called "close reading," 

annotating usually involves 
highlighting or underlining key 

pieces of text and making notes 
in the margins of the text.” –

Writer’s Center, EWU

Annotation 
can be used 
with Fiction 
and Non-
Fiction. 

In conjunction with the 
Expert Group Text 

Strategy, additional 
annotation strategies 

help students to better 
understand content 

while reading.



INTRODUCING ANNOTATION TO 
STUDENTS

Gradual Release Model



INTRODUCING ANNOTATION TO STUDENTS

Scaffolding with Gradual Release

Students are introduced to the 
process of annotating through a 
gradual release model where 
each part of the annotation 

process is lead and modeled by 
the instructor

AND ALSO, 
and MOST 

IMPORTANTLY
Annotating becomes part of your 
culture and students learn to mark 

up all things they read

Texts can be self-
selected by students 
once the strategy 

has been used with 
some degree of 
confidence by 

students



ANNOTATION BASICS Step-by-step guides and 
materials



ANNOTATION BASICS
Read # 1

1. Survey text, note observations and questions for discussion publicly

2. Discuss Survey

3. Introduce the first 3 elements of annotation and their codes, ie: I have a question, 
unfamiliar word, something interesting

4. Instructor Read Aloud of text while students annotate (this is modified depending 
on your student’s abilities/age) 

5. Student-Led, Instructor-Directed Discussion of questions/unfamiliar words, students 
add sketches/notes to clarify their questions/unfamiliar words (often I stop after 
every paragraph to discuss)



ANNOTATION BASICS
My Steps:

Read # 2

1. Introduce the next elements of annotation.  This varies from text to text due to 
structure, purpose, or other factors.  For today let’s say they are: main idea and 
supporting details

2. Reading is gradually released to students in small groups, marking their text 
individually and/or collaboratively

3. Student-Led, Instructor-Directed Discussion, further notes/sketches added for 
clarity and comprehension



ANNOTATION BASICS
My Steps:

Read # 3 and Beyond

1. “Reading” annotations for clarity.  In it’s use with Expert Groups this is the final 
read before transferring notes to the mind-map.  This can look like student’s 
“reading” their annotations.

2. After given a purpose for their third read, students either work in groups or 
independently on marking additional elements tied to the purpose.  If they are 
working to write an essay or answer a text dependent question then it may be: 
text evidence and domain-specific words needed for writing.



FOCUSED STRETCH BREAK
Turn to someone close to you and 
discuss: Have you already been 
using annotation of text with 
students? How/when? Benefits? 
If not, how might this benefit your 
students?



ANNOTATION BASICS
Materials, NOT limited to the following:

vHardcopy of text for all students and one for you!

vIf it’s not an Expert Group Text structure, strips of paper can be added to create larger 
margins

vPencils

vHighlighters/highlighting tape, these aren’t necessary though!

vOptional: Colored pens and/or pencils, sticky notes, sticky tabs

vDocument Camera and Projector OR Large printed version of text for modelling/public record

vThis can be done digitally with a Smart Board or Promethean Board (I have found students like 
to see my sketches done with a pencil, but they have responded well both ways)

vSpecial note: Text books or library books that can’t be written in can be covered with sheet 
protectors, lamination film, or transparency film.  Highlighting tape can also be used on books.  I 
have found this leads to smearing and organization issues so, I when you can make photo copies



ANNOTATION PRACTICE
“Using Annotation to Teach 
Content” by Kimberley Gomez
And Jolene Zywica



ANNOTATION PRACTICE
Purpose for reading:

vPrepare for discussion.  Topic: How can annotation support learning science or social studies 
content?

vAnnotation Key:       New Learning, ! Something Interesting, ** Main Idea,           Supporting 
Details

vNumber off at each table, write your number on your article.

vSilently read your assigned sections of the article while annotating your text. Be prepared 
to discuss with your group after you read. You may read your sections as many times as you 
need.

Annotation assignments:
Everybody reads the Introduction pgs. 155-157, ending before “How Will My Students Benefit From Annotation?”
#1 “Using Annotation to Teach Content” pgs. 163-164 
#2 “Impact of Annotation”, including Table 1, pg. 164
#3 “Limitations of Using Annotation in the Content Areas” pgs. 164-165
#4 “Annotation Builds Independent Learning Skills” pg. 165



SHARE OUT
Taking turns starting with #1, 
share out what you learned 
about using annotations in the 
content areas.



CONNECTION TO EXPERT GROUPS



CONNECTION TO EXPERT GROUPS

Adjustments: Expert Groups may take multiple days when adding this strategy on 
**as students gain confidence, like with any strategy that’s been gradually released, students will 
not need direct lessons

Begin by identifying a purpose for reading.  Here it would be to gather enough information to 
write about. The topic sentence of the Cooperative Strip Paragraph is shared at this time and 
processed in small groups.

Sketch boxes can be made bigger or sectioned off for multiple reads

Extra paper margins can still be added when using sketch boxes

After the 3rd read is when students fill in their Mind Maps or other Graphic Organizers.  This is 
where they "read" their annotations, giving them practice with summarizing the content orally.



CONNECTIONS TO WRITING Cooperative Strip Paragraphs 
and Beyond



CONNECTIONS TO WRITING
vALL WRITING IS STANDARD 
DRIVEN!

vFocus on standards that give you 
the most bang for your buck!

vBackwards planning allows you to 
plan integrated reading and writing 
experiences for your students

vAlways start with the purpose for 
your writing EVERY TIME your 
students touch pencil to paper!

Key Ideas and Details:
•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.1
Read closely to determine what the text 
says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text.

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.2
Determine central ideas or themes of a text 
and analyze their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and ideas.

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.3
Analyze how and why individuals, events, or 
ideas develop and interact over the course 
of a text.

Craft and Structure:
•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.4
Interpret words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative meanings, and 
analyze how specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone.

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.5
Analyze the structure of texts, including how 
specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger 
portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, 
scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the 
whole.

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.6
Assess how point of view or purpose shapes 
the content and style of a text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:
•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7
Integrate and evaluate content presented 
in diverse media and formats, including 
visually and quantitatively, as well as in 
words.1

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.9
Analyze how two or more texts address 
similar themes or topics in order to build 
knowledge or to compare the approaches 
the authors take.

Range of Reading and 
Level of Text 
Complexity:
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.10

Read and comprehend complex 
literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently.

College and Career Readiness Anchor 
Standards for Reading

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/10/


CONNECTIONS TO WRITING

Learning Targets are 
developed from the 

standards

Outlines for writing are 
created with students 

during discussion

Graphic Organizers 
are used to help 

students make sense of 
text structures and to 

guide writing.

The use of annotation 
to prepare for writing 
about what they have 
read, aids in student 

comprehension of 
content as well as their 
ability to write about it



CONNECTIONS TO WRITING
DO NOT underestimate 
the power of ALL TEXT 
including pictures and 

videos

Outlines, notes, and 
annotations are used to 

create rough drafts

Final Drafts are 
created after revising 

and editing



CONNECTIONS TO WRITING: 
A LOOK AT 21ST CENTURY SKILLS



ANNOTATION RESOURCES



ANNOTATION RESOURCES

Or

tridogenterprises.weebly.com
Then go to DLENM Summer Institute Page

Or

https://tinyurl.com/dlenmsi

Yup, that’s a QR 

code you can scan!! 

☞

https://tinyurl.com/dlenmsi

